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Jt Was Not Until the Father of His Country Had Been

. e

Dead Nearly Twoscore Years That John Lane, Then
a Lad of Twelve, Gazed Upon His Features.

Copyright 1911, by W, A, Du Puy.)
& the anniversary of the birth of
A Washington approaches it Is Inter-
extineg to know that there is a man
ptill living in the twontieth century
who gazel
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The occurrence which makes this appar-
pntly Impossible thing a fact was the open-
Ing of the tomb of Washington seventy-
four years ago. At that time the body of
ghe great man was moved from one tomb
to another. A committee of Congress offl-
miated at the transfer. The coffin was
ppened for one brief moment and the com-
pmittee’'s members tock & last long look at
the face of the man who had done most
goward establishing the natlon which was
already growing great. The body
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pemained as in life. After this one look
ths coflln was placed In ite new earcopha-
gus, hermetically sealed and placed in its
pew abode, where it has remained undis-
gurbed ever eince
But when this Congressional committee
#n that October day three-quariers of a
tury ago wound its way to Mount Ver-
there went with it a bit of & boy. And

GEORGE WA
A copy of Gilbert

gazed on the face of the

-“ he
dent o them ralsed the boy aloft,
ne he, toe, looked uypon the mortal re
ma of the Father of His Country

This boy still lives, having attalned the
Tipe 1 age of « v-5ix All the other
f that party, bheing at that time
b} f mu ave long =ince died, The
Ty f 1837 t! veneranble patriarch of
to-day, Job Lane, of Washington. Now
gnd again he becomes reminiscent and tells
the storles of 1t he knew in the
eaT i n Wauslington was
bt a ¢ tow 1 the reslde knew
personally ¢ men who were making the
natl istory

He tells of the small book store that his
uncia kept on Pennsylvania avenue. There |
came Davy Ure 4 and talked loud-
v of having antagonized his constjluents
and their consequent refusal to return him
in Cangress

“My constl he heard Crockett
Fa mav ko to hell, and I will go to
Mexas

t recorded whether or not the con-

ptituents did &= they were bld, hut Crockett

werl 1o Texas and died glorfously in the
Alan two vearn later.

Next door lived Widow Gorman, who
kept & boarding house and to whom &
certa coxcomb who worked in the War
Department ovwed a board bill of §lM. He
refused to pay it, and, on the adviee of
friends, she went to Andy Jacks=on, then
President, about the matter. Jackson told
her to ask the debtor for a t-day nou
€ ——— - — —
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Heirs

A New Administrator of Our First President's Testa-

This |

had |
peen competently embalmed and the face |

The debtor gave the note and forgot It
| never Intending to make good. Widow
| Gorman brought it to the President, who
indorsed it, and the widow discounted It
nt her bank. When the bank presented it
to the debtor, saying it had heen discount-
ed, he asked who was blg enough fool to
fndorse hix note. He was told, and im-
mediately hnstled out and got the money
to redeem 1

Mr. Lane speaks with relish of the gar-
rulousness of Daniel Webster, of the far-
of Henry (Clay, of 1ihe
stature of Sam Houston, of the
tenant, Jefferson Davis, who one
day trought in from Fort Dearborn, where
Chicapo now stapds, the three Indian ¢hief-

tidioisness
Zroat
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talng, Bluck Hawk, Prophet and Bun, as
i rs Finally, he comes to his best
tory, that of his trip to Mount Vernon
with the Congressional committee that
viewed the remalins of Washington
George Washington had long realized
that the vault which held the bodles of the
| dead members of his famlily, and was
| destined to hold his own/ was inadequate.

lile last will and testament he had said:

e family vault at Mount Vernon, re-
quiring repairs, and being Improperly situ-
ated besides, T desire that a new one of
brick, and upon a larger scale, may he
| bullt at the foot of which is called the
Vineyard Enclosure, on the ground which
{s marked out, in which my remalns and
those of my deceased relatives (now In the
old vault), and such other of my family
a# may choose to be entomhed there, may
| be deposited.”

Nothing was done In the matter, how-
ever, for thirty years. Then it was discov-
ered that rome vandal had broken into the
old tomb and, in an evident attempt to
stea] the bones of Washington, had borne
off those of some other member of the
femily. These were, however, got back,
and the criminal punished.

In

SHINGTON.
Stuart’s painting.

Investigator

Continned from first page.

| who find It extremely difficult to attend
to their arduous labors when there is
any chance at all to have a good time
| chasing bats and other bugs that fly by
night in large cities.

At Mount Vernon Generay Washington
devoted himself to plain farming. The
Depariment of Agriculture had not yet
been organized, and fancy farming had
not been fostered by bucolle sclentists,
| It Is safd that he kept 101 cows and had

| to buy butter for his tabls. This shows

that the Washington family must have |

| heen great hutter eaters, or that the

Boss was a thrifty person, getting the |

of market for hls cream and
butter for hls own use
from his mnelghbors, who needed the
money. There are such. Be that as it
may, anybody wéuld he willlng to pay
something extra for cream from a milk-
man Jike that., Just think how a
microbe would feel if caught in a cream

can marked "G, W."!
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“ONE OF THE COMMITTEEMEN LIFTED LITTLE JOHN LANE UP SO HE COULD SEE THE BODY OF |

This turned attention to the request of
Washington for the bullding of the new
tomb, and in 1837 It was complete and
ready for transfer. John Struthers and
Willlam Strickiand, of Philadelphla, under
the guldance of Major Tewis, the sole re-
maining executor of Washington, prepared
for the removal of the body. The formal
part of the transfer wus to he made under
the eyve of the Congressional committee,

On the morning that the transfer was to
be made the members of the committee
had met at the book store of John Lane's
uncle, and were there awalting the coming
of the coaches that were to take them to
Mount Vernon. Theee anclent conveyances
were, of course, the most perfect means of
rapld transportation of the day and time.
When they arrived the committesmen wers
stowing themselves away on the inside.
Young Johnny Lane was one of a scare of
emall boys who were looking on with
youthful curlnsity, and especlally coveting
the high seat beside the driver,

Now, Johnnie lL.ane was a great favorite
of Henry Clay, and that courtly gentle-
man was a sgort of master of ceremonies
on this ocecaslon. When all was In readi-
nega and there seemed no room left, Clay,
much to the surprise of the hoy and much
to his Immedinte glorification, selzed John-
nle, swung him to that very envinhle seat
beside the dAriver, himself clambered aloft
and the party was on its way.

The stage
through the

coaclies wound thelr way
outskirts of the village of
Washington, across the Long bridge, and
down through the much more ambitious
town of Alexandria, on the Virginla side.
Leaving this town, which elaimed Washing-
ton for its own, the coaches took the old
King's Highway, leading én to Mount Ver-
non. Half way there they stopped at a
great water trough which had been hullt
by Washington himself, and to which,
through plpes, the waters werae led from n

nearby epring. Washington had always
driven thiz way when he cama Into Alexan-
dria to church or on busglness, and his gym-

[pa.{hy for the horses on the long, hot
| led him to the establishment of the water-
| Ing trough, which exists to-day after sup-
plying drink to thirsty steeds for a century
and a half,

Punctures

Finally the party arrived at Mount Ver-i Inside of the woor

WASHINGTON IN HIS COFFIN."

JOHN LANE A8 HE LOOKS TO-DAY.

Everything was In readiness for the
opening of the tomb ¢ new tomh, which
has since been seroastically deseribed as
glaring red tmiliing somewhat hetween a
eoachihouse and a cage,” was ready for oc-
| eupaney. The old tomb wae ready to be
{entered.  The marble surcophagus that was
| ta surround the old coffin was prepared.

|  The tomb of Waushington was entered and
an attempt was made to bring out his ecof-
| fin. It was found, however, that the wood
|1-1' it wns eo rotten that it foll to pleces
1 was found the leaden

non.

{casket. In this the first President had been

placed nt the time of his death. He had
| been embalmed in aleohol and sealed tight-

iy in this casket. The leaden casket was
| imperishable and had remalned sacred to
ity charge.

It was borne golemnly out of the ald tomb
and placed In the new sarcophagus, to be
| mide ready for Its new resting place. When
| it was lowered into this marble covering,
| and before the 'IHd of it was put on, the
whole was viewed by the Congressional
commliitee, Here for the last time the
world was to come Into contact with the
physieal Washington.  Here were men to
gee agaln what remalned of that greatest
of soldiers, putriots and statesmen,

In the top of the leaden casket directly
over the face of the body that It Inclosed
a plece of giass Lad been fitted Into the
lead, This zluss was cleaned of the accu-
| mulations «f the past years and bur-
| nished bright, that that which was within
| might be seen. The Congressmen gathered
alout and looked through the glass.

The aleoliol In which Washington had

been embalmed had well performed (ts
task. The head remalned preserved as In
Illre. His stromg, characterful face was

| turned to one side and those wha looked
siw the profile. At one point on the cheek
ihe flesh had come to the surface of the
liquid, and here was a single blemish In the
otherwise well preserved face.

The members of the committes gazed
|into the coMn. Little Johnnle Lane stood
near by, somewhat awed. Ona of the com-
| mitteemen lifted him up that he might be
| able to see what was within. The strongest
{ imprezsion that Johnnle Lane brought away
| with him was the hugeness of the head. It
| seamed  herculean. The face appeared
| yery much as It did in the pletures of
washington. The boy would have recog-
nlzed it any place. He kept thinking:

“ife must have been a monstrous
Ermm,"

“This same Impression was evidently got
!hy ons other member of the party who
ltooked on, and who later recorded his
| tmpression, He says that they saw ‘'a
| bead and breast of large dimenslons which
:.'m]\t'ul'l;nl to have sufféred but lttle from
ll}.n offects of time’

ned all viewed the re-

blg

1
|

After the party

.:'rThe Record of an Experience Which Makes of T

\mains the lid of the
was placed over the
| whole was gealed In
! make it airtight. It
new tomb and there
| glnce.

marhle sarcophagu®
leaden casket. The
such a way a8 10
was placed In the
has remained ever

Dweller in the Nation’s Capital the Only Link with
the Physical Washington Is Here Set Down,

slopes gradually from the dock at thy
front, Its slopes are covered with
broken by flower bedu and bisected (¥
and there by anclent hedges. Above “h
great trees, some of which are

There is no reason to belleve that|of the forest primeval out of which Wy,

the body of Washington !s not to-day In|ington hewed his homestead. Bomg

the =ams condition that it was in when
. ggen hy John Lene In 1537,
the leaden casket at that time covere
the bhody with the single exception of a
point on the cheek. Since then the alr has
heen excluded and evaporation has prob-
ably, as a consegience, been very slight.
Beside the marlle sarcophagus of Wash-
tngton rests that of Martha, his wife. This
¢ made of the same Pennsylvania marble
as {5 that of the father of his country. Both

wera chiselled out of the solid marble. There |

is no seam to either except that where the
lids are attached. These 11ds are of fine
Itallan marble, elaborately ornamented with
| the crest of arms of the United States.
They were cemented on, thus converting
the caskets into one unbroken whole—a
block of marble with a hollow inside. In
these hollows are sealed this great man and
his consort.

The vault Itself i3 bullt on a hiliside some

200 yards from the old Mount Vernon man- |

slon. This is perhaps the most sacred
ghrine in all America to-day, Here come
thousands of people from all parts of the
natien and even from abroad, He who
visits the natlon's capital always goes to
the shrine of Washington.

The mansion 15 seen bLest from the Po-
tomae River. There was never anything in
America that surpazsed Mount Vernon as
un exampla of the old Colonial architecture,
| There w#as never a handsomer site for a
Wash-

I---uu!r}' home than that chosen by
upan

ington. The hill which 1t

| planted under his direction and some
The alcohol In | since been put out to take the place of g,
d | triarchs claimed by time.

A little down stream from the path
the landing to the house s to be found gy,
chrine. It is no imposing structure,
even say harsh things about it. But tg gy
American visitor it Is o t(hing to be py.
crenced. The back end of the vault by,
rows into the hiliside, while the front ey
comes to the level of the path, Its Py
ts guarded by a high iron gate. The g
grim approaches this gate, treading oty
He looks through Its bars and into thy
sepulehre. He 1s surprised to know fiy
the wvery caskets that hold Georgs w
Martha Washington are there In the megy
of the tomb, and may be seen from the eg,
gide. Yet such s the case. The mouth ¢
the tomb stands open, guarded only by ty
Iron gate,

Here the remains of the first lady ay
gentleman of the land have lain sincs thy
| October morning of 1837 when they wery g
placed by a committes of Congress, why
were accompanied by a small boy who s
to-day the world's nearest tia Lo this fimm
great Amerlcan who Is still without a riwy
in the nation's history. IHere they ham
rested as the generations that have pase
have come to do them reverenca Hepy
they will continus to rest through all g
generations that are to come, for (b
shrina Is a hallowed thing that may by &
| iled by no human hand

-‘lﬂn'lil Old John Lane goes occasionally to Mousy

{ ralsed only sheep enough for home nse—1ple say it was hecause she didn’t want | the widows they marry.

i and he considered the price of nalls and
barbed wire as
holders. Not a few farmers to-day still

| think George was all right, and they be-

an outrage on the plough-

lieve, he was a blgger man than “Uncle

Joe" Cannon, even if he was a Southern
| gentleman and didn't wear jeans.

Along here it may he well to remark
that Washington owned slaves, and {f he
|Imf1 lived until 15) he might have heen
a candidate against Abraham Lincoln.
! Wouldn't that have been a hot old cam-
Epﬂ1gn.‘ And Lincoln belng elected, as he

| was, what would Washington have
| done? Would he have stueck by the old
flag, or would he have gone with Vir-

|l:‘!n1rl',‘ And if he had, what then? Oh,
gay, where would this republic Le to-
day? However, let not  worry.
George's remains may have gone out of
| the Unfon with Virginla, but what he

us

| it for staved in, and the government |

| at Washington still lives

Washington was no glouch as a ladies’
| man, and he wanted to marry & girl in
Yonkers, N. Y., but she shunted him, just
like that. Think of a Yonkers gir] turn-

to live at Mount Vernon, but they are
envious, Mount Vernon Is not so larg:
a8 Yonkers, but it is a4 very nice town
Of ecouree, the Mount Vernon the Yonkers
people were talking about is the Mount
Vernon in Westchester County, not the
Mouut Vernon on the Potomae, Muybe
the girl thought it was the West :;r-:‘!f‘l‘!
Mount Vernon where George lived.
What?

But why rake aver the past? Wash-
Ington marrled the Widow Custis, of |

Virginia, a very estimable lady of some
| means and social position, and they lived
happily ever after. So happlly, in fact,
that thelr names, George and Martha,
| ha become household words all over
| this broad land of freedom. They do re-
'late that Martha sometimes sald things
to George that he wouldn't have taken
from any living man, but George was 21
gentleman and wouldn't hit a lady, And
George never threw it up to his wife that
was his second cholce, because he

ve

cshe

| knew slie held the cards for any bluff ': pants, for the general was a large and!

like that. Bachelors, no matter how

First in War! First in Peace! First in
the hearts of his Country-MEN! That's
(3. Washington all over and repeat,
Anybody would know it, though he had
never heard o lot of hoodlums thump it
out at a university fest. And why? Lis-
ten: At the Lattle of Monmouth, N, J,,
where Washington proved that he was
first In war by mopping up the Jersey
leurth with the redcoats, now our best
| friends in a way, he observed an Irish
sergeant of a Manhattan company bang-
| ing into the English as only an Irish-
I mun can, He enjoyed it for a while, he-

foes of his country getting it In the slats
that way, but bimeby the Irishman got
to be real erool and It was a shame how
he was increasing the mortality Hst.

When it bhecame too much for the
general to =tand for he rushed into the

1uck, regardless of his personal safety, |

und yanked the sergeant out by tﬁc
| scruff of the neck and the seat of the

| rowerful man, while the Irishman

cause it looked good to him to see the |

_ -V:-..trious : Fibs About _t_.l_le- Nat}on’s Father

unately, the sergeant recognized his su-

perfor officer or there 1s no telling what

other casualty might have occurred at
| the battle.

| *Sir,” exclaimod the great Washington,
giving him a shake in his most dignified
mianner, and letting him drop, “what In
thunder fg the matter with you? Don't
vou know you ought to restrain your Im-
petuosity and not make a slaughter-
house of the battlefield?” Which shows
that Washington was, entitled to the
same position in peace as in war. As to
tha same in the hearts of his country-
men, don't the Irish own the country?

Anyway, George is all to the number
one.

Coneiderably more might be sald of
Washington, but what's the use? He is
| not here to deny it, and that always
makes blography lopsided.

Hooray for Washington! That's plenty,

WILLIAM J. LAMPTON.

| *1 met my boy to sawin' some wood to-
| gay," #ald Farmer Korntop.
{ “DId ye?" replled Farmer Nearbye. “I'l
| send my¥ boy ever to help him If ye'"——
“No, don't ye! [ want the job did In a

| Washington was “agin” the tariff—he [Ing GG. Washington dewn! Yonkers peo- |pﬂDulnr. can't afford to be sassy with | wasn't blgger than a fried potato. Fort- | hurry.”"—The Catholic Standard and Times
I
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mentary Affairs Has Recently Been Appointed.

I JOHN MPRETH WATKINE
T!’”r', n teful public prepares 1o
.\\J celebrate next Wednesday the
p irthday of George Washing-

tha

first
ith the task of siriving

L

100,
‘-':!-,1}'
10 settie hi= estate i
here has lately been Gppoilr

of his testamentary

engrorsed W

To this end
tratar

ed & new sdminis

affairs, and it Is a
that this function las Leen entrusted to
TRobert E. Lee, Jr., the grandson and name-
sgake of the late € smmander in chief of the
Confederate arm)

More thun one hundred and eleven and a

% 3
Linve elapsed

Jul

half years

founder signed, on lagt will

thi

1750,

and testament which he had written en- |
tirely with his own hand and erronecusiy
duted “the year one thous ind sgeven hun-
dred and ninety, and of the in lependence of
the United States the twenty-fourth.” In

this testament he made two
leaving property to persons under wrong
names, but these sllps of the pen wWere 80
apparent that the court carried out tha very
manifest intent of the will

Five months and four days after slgnin
this document the great general was bled
to death by his physiclans, while suffering
from an attack of quinsy.

The will disposed of certain land “on the
Western borders,” which Washington de-
gcribed In an appended schedule nas 3,061
acres in the Noerthwest Territory and “In
the vicinity of Cincinnatl, one trict ncar
the mouth of the Little Mlaml, unother
gaven, and the third ten miles up the same.”
These tracts, which he valued in the
pchedule at $5 per acre, or at & total of
$15,251, he left 1o twenty-three reslduary
Jegatees. But he advised his executors not
to sell them until they advanced In value.

B

fact of no little Interest |

since the country’s |

other errors, |

| pire”

investment that might bhe made of it

“Jumpers.’”  Then
thelr assumption that it

divd before taking steps to sell I

land was “jumped
ington helre ¢laim
nesslike methods of keeping
records o century ago, snd of general gov-
Ho the

crnment neglect

| estale of

it by
| authority i

of the United States

A few days ago the House Committes on

! Private Land Claims—which has recently

thut they be relmbursed for thelr loss in
an equal aren of government land now va-
rant in the publie domaln. But inasmuch

| as all the good government land has long

ugo been taken up, lttle remalning but
seml-arld and desert lands, the helrs will
not be satlsfied with such a wsettlement
However, the committee report corroborates
their cluim that the estate was entitled to
| those 3,060 acres in Ohlo, and this Is a step
| forward

What they demasnd % & Treasury draft
for $06,000, plus interest at 6 per cent from
tho date of their claim's presentation.

These tracts on the Ldttla Miaml, they
| #ay, contalned a wealth of the finest oak
and bhlckory timber which the reglon af-
forded, and one acre of the original aren is
worth to-day about & hupdred times as

| W_;shi

and rightly believed that by leaving
the money in thesa lands it would increase
in value far faster than through any other
S0
President are ! lis administrators left this land untouched
und had Congress pass an act protecting it
they rested upon
waus secured and

Hut in spite of this net of Congress this
~x0 the present Washe
as n result of unbusi-
government

helrs have pre-
ronted to Congress a hill “io relmburse the
tienernl Georga Washington for
certain lands of his 'n the Stale of Ohlo
conflicting grants made under the

held hearings on this bill-reported In favor
of the Washington helrs, but recommended

it
[
|

in the publlc domain, Disinterested apprais-
ers sent to look over the tracts report that
some of this land, which the general valued
at §6 an aocre, has more than confirmed his
prediction of growlng volues, and reported
that within these 111 years much of thls
lund hus increased In vilue 4000 per cent,
Bome of It Is now worth 3200, some $150 and

some Jess than $100 an acre, and they make
| & conservative estimate, It Is claimed, of

|dlg foresaw itha westwasd “course of em-linuch or more than any vacant publio land §i00 an acre for the whole aiea

ngton Are Still Striving to Settle His

LAWRENCE WASHINGTON, OF
WASHINGTON, D. C.
One of the heirs,

ROBERT E, LEE, JR.

Present administrator of the Wash-
Ington estate.

Of this Ohle land 120 acres le just op-

posits Cincinnatl, on the east bank of the | A

Little Miami, In what 18 now Anderson
township, which Includes ulso a place
named Mount Washington, This land is
within only four or flve miles of Cincin-
nitl's streety, and In the sume county with
that elty., And o Htte further up the same
river, after It the boundary of
Clermont County, are found the remuaining
Uacis—1L20 acres ln Miaml, §5% aces Lo

beconmivs

Negl;(ﬁfed Es

TOMB OF WASHINGTON, MOUNT VERNON.

Vernon to visit this shrine, for he is he
and strong and a friend to the open O
try. But the journays of & man of elghtr
six are mostly in fancy, and his memary
peoples the old haunts with a gatherisy
that would be hard to match !n mode
times. Then his mind wanders to his viev
of Washington, and he repeats to himse!
that strongest impression of his youthid
1exper!eme. an Impression upon ths o
1roctru=sa of which tirhe has set lls B
proval, for he says:
“Washington must have hsen a DS
strous big man." =
WILLIAM ATHERTON DU PUL

THE FORMULA.

Willla—So0 the play will eppeal to o
classes?

Gillls—Yes, Indeed. It's three-quarem
full of up-to-date slang, to catch the yousd
| peaple, and one-quarter full of old, rellshé
| cuss words, to get the old feilows—Puck

|

| THE AMERICAN WAY.

| Microbe on Apple=Why is yonder =M

| enting in such a tremendous !
Microbe on Pear—Appointme

doctor. He i8 taking treatment

gestion during his lunch hour, yYou
Puck.

| Hetel Clerk—I found

nused except In case of fire’

| college Loys stole out of tl
Manager—Where?
Clerk—They'd nailed It up

bin.—Ldppincott’s.

that
placard thew
s corridon

over the ook

S——
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'He Is Robert E. Lee, Jr., Grandson and Namesake of the

l Famous Commander of the Confederate Army.
For these tract® were government lards | tlon to gendia. W adhmir -:-ah‘ri'ﬂ
when George Washington claimed them. | appointed,

Ever a shrewd speculator, he purchased It Congress pavs the full amount of
two land warrants. The entries and sur- | Washington claim, $06,00, the greatest &
veys were recorded in the bocks of the di% | tent to which any Individusl belr woe
trict surveyor under Genersl Washington's | profit would be, it is estimated, from we
name, Hut in the winter hefore his death . (o #7000, which would full to &3 ung W
the general recelved notice thut his lund= | an whom, with true Virgmia chivalth
were in danger on account of the practice. | helrs will not mention beconu [ the
then growing up, of “Jumping.” or of re- | lieliy which might thus be given o ler
locating government land. He then wrote | vate affairs, She would profit to (3"“1"
to the district surveyor In Ohio, who a%- | gree only by vietue of the fact thet she ¥
sured him that his title to the Little Miani | the only chtld of w father who Was an oot
lands was good and undisturbed  and | chitd,  The individus! shares of the
promised to notify him of any attempt 10 | heirs would be jnsigmi even o 1
| attack it. 8o the general made Lis will | maximum basls 1 nt, sines

| and dled belleving these 5,000 neres to be | Washingtons have never boen prone ‘9";
| sate, | late oo domestic doctrine ‘:h!‘*

Slx vears after his death, however, the [ now living successor of the f 1 Pr

deputy surveyor of the same disivied made | has vigorously espoused u“
| thiree entries which covercd George Washe- The largest group of helrs now x-d' %
ington's lunds completely and exactly. The | in one locality lve at Charlestosn w, 5
general's executors—Bushrod Washington | Other colonfes of Washington heirs B
and Lawrence Lewis, hig nephews—gol| Westmoreland County, \ and In ~
wind that attempts wers being made 0| kee, 111 Numerous descendants Sty
jump the lands, and a distinguished mes- | general's half-brother Augusting %
senger was dispatehed to the register of  colony at Wakefleld, Va,, about one
the Land Office with & letter asking for the | gred miies down the Potomac, belo®
papers connected with the title to the n'.l.-l.l Vernon., They occupy six or seved o

WILLIAM LANIER WASHING-

TON, OF NEW YORK.
One of the heirs.

| Unlon and &0 acres In Franklin townships,
I! of these farms ure within about twenty
miles of Cinclnnatl

Hut the Washington heirs do not seek Lo
disposseas (he Innocent holders of these
lunds. They slmply ask Congress to re-
Imburse them for thelr loss, as it has been
done In slmilar cases where the govern-
ment, through its negligence, has allowed
Hret one person to enter public lands and
I then another to petiie upon Lo SAIme Ared.

The messenger was none other than John
Marshall, the great Chilef Justice of the Su-
preme Court. And Jt was Just after his
thut the executors petiticned Congress for
the act confirm®ig chelr title. The act was
pagsed by the Sth Congress, but was made
general, so 4% 1o relleve all persons whose
lands were In the same danger. Yel it wis
enacted especlally to give title to the Washs
Ington lands, and It was then that the gen-
eral's executors rested assured that an end
had forever been put to the evil of land
Jumplng

Time went on, but the generals es-
tute wus never seltled, and frow genera-

. i L1
|vu\|-1'1|;g the original plantation on

George Washington was bort t
The lands along the Hitle Miaml Il““’
| & small fraction of the total ares
| those now striving to settle up the
erul's estate find to have beer 18 "“;u
| aecountable manner lost to | He
his will 30,000 or 4000 acred ON the "
| whin River, In West Virginis. o
acres in Kentucky, near l.mlln\'ll.lv.w
upon this Kanawha tract that Wa
| Is sald to have discov ered the !‘Irﬂj
| gas well known to America. He d
It @s & “burning spring.”
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